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COMMISSION FILE NO: 17-030-3 DATE INTRODUCED: March 13, 2017 

INTRODUCED BY: Executive Director  (Signature on File in the Office of the Commission) 

REFERRED BY COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON TO: Policy, Finance, and Personnel Committee 
  
 

RELATING TO: 
 

 

Agreement between the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District and 
Milwaukee County Regarding the Kinnickinnic River Reach 2 Improvements 
within Pulaski Park 
 
 
 
 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Commission is requested to authorize the Executive Director to execute an 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement (ICA) between the Milwaukee Metropolitan 
Sewerage District (District) and Milwaukee County (County) regarding the Kinnickinnic (KK) 
River Reach 2 Improvements within Pulaski Park.   
 
Further, the Commission is requested to authorize the Executive Director to execute ICA-related 
easement documents, jurisdictional offers, awards of compensation damages, leases, purchase 
agreements, deeds of conveyance, permits, licenses, or any other related real estate 
documents. 
 
The KK River Watercourse Management Plan (KKRWMP) identifies the number of structures in 
the floodplain and further identifies projects planned for implementation within the watershed.  
One of the key stream reaches of KKRWMP is the KK River Mainstem.  Staff has divided the 
KK River Mainstem into individual reaches, including KK River Reach 2.  Reach 2 limits are from 
S. 6th Street to S. 27th Street and is approximately 10,800 feet long.  (See KK River Mainstem 
Map.) 
 
Approximately 1,900 feet of the KK River Reach 2 flows through the County-owned Pulaski Park 
between S. 16th Street and the Union Pacific Railroad.  The river channel within Pulaski Park 
was lined with concrete by the District in the 1960’s and is reaching the end of its useful life.   
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SUMMARY (Cont’d) 
 

Agreement between the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District and Milwaukee 
County Regarding the Kinnickinnic River Reach 2 Improvements within Pulaski Park 

 
 
As recommended in the KKRWMP, the KK River project will replace the concrete-lined 
channel with a rock-lined main channel and an expanded vegetated floodplain and will 
have other direct and indirect impacts to County-owned park facilities.  The District, in 
conjunction with the County, has developed several park plans that incorporate District-
planned work into the fabric of the parklands.  
 
For KK River Reach 2, in conjunction with the County, staff has developed a Pulaski Park 
Plan.  As the District is now proceeding with work within Pulaski Park, staff has negotiated 
a draft ICA between the District and the County to implement the KK River Reach 2 
Project within Pulaski Park.  The following are key agreement terms. 
 
Under the agreement, the District will: 
 

• Manage and fund design and construction of the KK River Reach 2 Project 
improvements within Pulaski Park, including those park areas and facilities directly 
affected by the District’s watercourse work.  (See Pulaski Park Map.) 

• Restore or replace these impacted areas and include a pedestrian bridge, 
playground, basketball courts, park trails, and natural areas.  

• Provide the County with opportunities to review and comment upon all designs 
prior to the public bidding phase. 

• Provide public outreach and opportunities for public input. 
• Obtain all regulatory approvals and permits required for the work. 
• Perform long-term maintenance of the naturalized stream.  
• Provide record drawings to the County upon completion of the work. 

 
The County will: 
 

• Provide input throughout the project. 
• Provide access to the park for the construction of the project and long-term 

maintenance of the naturalized stream at no cost to the District. 
• Provide any County required permits to the District at no cost. 
• Grant a permanent flood easement to the District. 
• Perform long-term maintenance of the park facilities and open space areas. 

 
Under a separate Commission request, staff is requesting the Commission to authorize 
amending the District’s design consultant’s (Graef-USA, Inc.) contract to include the final 
design of the planned improvements within Pulaski Park, including the above park 
features. 
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RESOLUTION  
 

Agreement between the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District and Milwaukee 
County Regarding the Kinnickinnic River Reach 2 Improvements within Pulaski Park 

 
 
RESOLVED, by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage Commission, that the Executive 
Director is authorized to execute an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement between 
the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District and Milwaukee County regarding the 
Kinnickinnic River Reach 2 Improvements within Pulaski Park. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage Commission, that the 
Executive Director is authorized to execute Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement-
related easement documents, jurisdictional offers, awards of compensation damages, 
leases, purchase agreements, deeds of conveyance, permits, licenses, or any other 
related real estate documents. 
 
 


